
 

For King and Country: 

Profiles of First World War combatants 

commemorated on Mitcham War Memorial. 

 



 

Mitcham War Memorial. 
Proposals for a Mitcham memorial commenced in 

early 1919. Initially the parish churchyard was the  

intended location, however a site on Lower Green 

West was then chosen.  
 

A temporary memorial was installed for Peace Day 

on 19 July 1919. The War Memorial Committee then 

decided that at a permanent memorial should be  

installed and the local community was asked to  

submit the details of those who died in the First 

World War. 
 

The memorial was unveiled on 21 November 1920, 

by Major General Sir Herbert Edward Watts at a  

ceremony attended by 5,000 people.  

 

Made from Portland stone, with bronze details,  

including four swords, the memorial bears the names 

of 588 men from the local community who died dur-

ing the First World War. A later stone panel  

tablet commemorate war dead from 1939 - 45 and 

subsequent conflicts. 
 

Restored in 1962, the memorial was listed in 2017. 

during the Second World War  Mitcham War Memorial, 1924. 



 

 

Lieutenant George Weston Devenish ( 1893 - 1917 ) 

Born in Mitcham in, 1893, George was the son of barrister Henry 

Weston and his wife, Bertha Devenish ( daughter of the eminent 

engineer George Parker Bidder.) 
 

George and his 3 siblings lived at Hillfield, Mitcham, a 17 room 

house built in 1863 by Samuel Bidder. (The house was demol-

ished during the 1930s, to make room for housing on what is now 

Hillfield Avenue.) 
 

Educated at the prestigious Charterhouse school, George 

joined its Officer Training Corps and rose to the rank of sergeant. 

When war broke out in 1914, he joined the Royal Field Artillery, 

as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 29th Brigade. Whilst his unit was sent 

in France with the British Expeditionary Force George became a 

Lieutenant. He was wounded in October, 1914 and spent some 

months recuperating before returning to France in June 1915. 
 

In April 1916, George transferred to the Royal Flying Corps and 

spent four months in France, working as an Observer. He later 

trained as a pilot at Brooklands, Surrey, before joining the 35th 

( reconnaissance ) squadron of the Royal Flying Corps. This unit 

is know to have fought at the Battle of Arras (1917). 
 

George was killed in action at Le Catelet on 6 June, 1917. Hav-

ing been attacked by a number of German aircraft, his plane 

went down in flames on the other side of the German line and his 

body was never recovered.  



 
Private Charles Bone. ( 1885 - 1914 ) 

Charles was born in Carshalton. He was one of seven children 

born to an agricultural labourer from the Cape of Good Hope,  

Africa.  By 1891 he and his family were living at 11 Cecil Terrace, 

Bond Road, Mitcham. They later moved to Queens Road, 

Mitcham, by which time Charles was a farm labourer. 

 

When war broke out, Private Charles Bone had already been in 

the army for 12 years. He joined up in 1904, aged 18; serving 

first in India and then in Gibraltar.  
 

Charles married Margaret Sallis at St. Mark's church in 1913 and 

had a son, also named Charles the following year. The family 

home was 38 Fountain Road, Mitcham. 
 

During the War Private Bone served in the Queen's (Royal West 

Surrey) Regiment. Newspapers described a leg injury suffered 

during the retreat from Mons and Bone’s recuperation in 

Mitcham. By September 1914 Charles was ‘most anxious to go 

back to have another pot at the Germans.' He wrote to his wife, 

‘You know in time of war duty must be done, and it becomes one 

to do his best, as I intend to do…I shall soon be back again to 

have another dust-up.'  
 

Private Bone soon returned to the front, however, in December 

1914 he was severely wounded in the back. He died on the  

Ambulance train near Ypres just after midnight and was later 

buried in Boulogne, France.  



  

 

Lance Corporal Charles Edward Gibbs M.M. ( 1884 - 1917 ) 

Charles was born in Clerkenwell in 1884 and was admitted to the  

City Road Workhouse at the age of six. His widowed mother Eliza may 

have gone there for medical care. Although she was discharged, her 

children were sent to the Holborn Union’s Industrial School, Mitcham 

as Pauper Inmates. 
  
By the age of 17 Charles had returned to Clerkenwell. He married  

Annie Gregory, (known as Bessie) on Christmas Day 1905 and the 

couple later moved to 28 Pitcairn Road, Figges Marsh with their sons, 

Charles Jnr and Ernest. 
 

In May 1915 Charles Gibbs enlisted as an army Private, serving in  

Gallipoli with the1st battalion, Border Regiment.  In March 1916 his 

battalion was posted to France. They saw action at some of the major 

battles on the Western Front, including the Battle of the Somme 

( 1916 ) and the Battles of the Scarpe ( 1917).   
 

Charles was promoted to Lance Corporal in 1916 - a month later was 

awarded the Military Medal for gallant conduct during a battle fought on 

30 September that year.   
 

Charles took part in the Battle of Arras and was killed in action on  

19 May 1917, aged thirty three.   He is commemorated on both the  

Arras Memorial, France and Mitcham War Memorial. 



 
 

Private William Arthur Charles Bateman. ( 1894 - 1915 ) 

The son of a coal contractor, William was born in Mitcham c.1894 

and baptised at the parish church in a joint ceremony with his 

brother Herbert. The family were then living in Church Road. 
 

William was educated at Upper Mitcham school ( thought to be  

St. Mark’s ). By the age of 16, he had left home and was stationed 

at Aldershot with the 1st Cavalry Brigade, Queen Alexandra’s Own 

Royal Hussars. He was employed as a trumpeter or army band 

boy. ( By this time his parents had moved to Sibthorpe Road, 

Mitcham.)  
 

In 1914 William was sent to France with the British Expeditionary 

Force, where his unit fought at the Battles of Mon and the Marne.  

The men were to serve on the Western Front for the rest of the war.  
 

William died on 20th May 1915, aged 20. The exact circumstances 

of his death are unknown. However the Mitcham and Tooting  

Mercury reported that ‘His parents received a letter from  

Major W. Parsons, in command of the deceased’s squadron, ex-

pressing the sympathy of the regiment, and saying he lay buried 

close to the place where he fell, and a cross had been erected to 

his memory….he was always a good worker and very cheerful, and 

his comrades were all very sorry to lose him’ 
 

Private Bateman has no known grave. He is commemorated on 

both the Menin Gate, Ypres and Mitcham War Memorial. Church Road, Mitcham shown during the  

period when it was home to William Bateman. 



 

 

Gunner Ralph Vernon Huntingford 

Born in Mitcham in January, 1897, Ralph was the oldest of six 

children born to Ernest and Jessie Huntingford. His father 

worked as a warehouse man at a local varnish factory.  

The family lived at 3 Church Road in Mitcham, later moving to 

7 Vine Cottages. 
 

By the age of 14, Ralph was working as a market grower’s boy 

for the Mizen Bros Nursery in Eastfields. Aged 17, he was 

based at Mitcham Station and employed by the London,  

Brighton and South Coast Railway. In 1915 he transferred to  

Merton Abbey Station, earning 12 shillings per week as a  

Porter. 
 

Ralph resigned from his post on 7 May, 1915 and enlisted in 

the army. He became a gunner in "A" Battery, 190th Brigade, 

Royal Field Artillery. Part of the 41st Division, this was  

formed from locally raised units from southern England. ( The 

Brigade included “Wimbledon’s Own” - one of the last Pals  

Battalions formed during the war. ) 
 

Sent to France in early May, the 190th were initially based near 

Hazebrouck and Bailleul. In 1916 the 190th fought in the Battle 

of the Somme. Ralph Huntingford was killed in action on  

27 October - he was just 19 years old. 

The Mizen Bros. Elm Nursery, Eastfields, pictured in 1912 

when Ralph Huntingford was a junior employee. 



 
Private Ebenezer William James Ireland 

The son of Milton and Lillian Ireland, Ebenezer was born in 

1896 and baptised at Mitcham Parish Church. The family was 

then living at Clarendon Cottages. Milton was employed as a 

scripture reader  - a paid position for someone nominated by 

a bishop to read the Holy Scriptures to needy parishioners.  
 

By 1901, Ebenezer’s father was working as a grocer at  

13 High Street, Mitcham. This area is now more familiar as 

Rupert Terrace off London Road. The Ireland family may have 

lived above the shop, which remained in business until 1915, 

if not later.  
 

As the eldest of 4 surviving children, Ebenezer was required 

to help support his family and by the age of 14, he was 

was learning the grocery trade from his father.  

 

Private Ireland seems to have joined the army in 1917 and 

served with the Huntingdonshire Cyclist Battalion ( possibly a 

Pals unit, ) the 8th Bedfordshire Regiment and the  

3rd London Regiment.  
 

His last posting was with the 1st Battalion, Royal Fusiliers,  

often known as the London Regiment. The unit fought in the 

Battle of Cambrai in late 1917 and were moved to the Somme 

in 1918.  
 

Ebenezer was killed on 24 April 1918. He was 22 years old. 

High Street, Mitcham pictured ( c.,1901 )  - the site of the 

Ireland family grocer’s store. 

 

The King’s Arms pub is just visible ( far left. ) 



 
 

 

2nd Lieutenant Henry Stewart Jackson ( 1895 - 1916 ) 

Born in Mitcham, Henry was the youngest son of  

Reverend Sydney Jackson and his wife, Helen. His father was 

chaplain at the Holborn Industrial Schools ( a vast building that 

provided accommodation and training for over 1000 pauper  

children.) During World War One it became a military hospital. 
 

In the early 1890s the family lived at Prospect House, a large 

property on the eastern edge of Fair Green, Mitcham. 

By1905 they had moved to “White Heather” on Graham Road. 
 

Henry was educated at St John’s School, Leatherhead and  

Whitgift Grammar School, Croydon. In 1913 he became a  

student at the Medical College of the London Hospital.  
 

Before enlisting in the army, Henry spent many months at the 

Anglo-Belgian Hospital and later the Anglo-American Hospital, 

Wimereux, working as a wound dresser with the British Red 

Cross. He then took a commission as a Lieutenant in the 

Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. 
 

Henry was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant in April 1916. In June his 

regiment left for the front to take part in the ‘big push’. 

Tragically, Henry was killed during an attack across No Man’s 

Land on the first day of the Battle of the Somme. Badly wounded 

in the neck, he fell into a shell hole near La Boiselle Church. His 

body was never found, so he is commemorated on the Thiepval 

Memorial to the Missing of the Somme. 



  

 

Private Alfred Joseph Flint ( 1890- 1914 ) 

Known more commonly as Joseph, Flint was born in Mitcham 

and lived with his parents, Henry and Mary Ann at Bath Road, 

Mitcham, together with his siblings.  
 

By 1901, the family had moved to 37 Queen’s Road. Joseph’s 

father was employed as a field labourer, whilst his elder brother 

Charles was employed as a factory hand in an India Rubber 

Works. 
 

Joseph enlisted in the 1st Battalion Middlesex Regiment, using 

his full name. This battalion was sent to France in August 1914 

as part of the British Expeditionary Force and fought on the 

Western Front.  
 

The 1st Battalion is know to have fought near Hooge, east of 

Ypres in October 1914 and Joseph Flint was killed in action on 

8th November. He was 24 years old. 
 

According to the Army Register of Soldiers’ Effects, Joseph’s 

mother and siblings, Charles, John, James and his sisters Isa-

bel and Sarah each received £1 .7.9 pence from his last pay. 

His mother received an additional £5.00 War Gratuity. 
 

Joseph is buried and commemorated at Rue-David Military 

Cemetery, Fleurbaix, Pas de Calais, France. His name also    

appears on Mitcham War Memorial and in De Ruvigny’s Roll of 

Honour. 
 

 

Rue-David Military Cemetery, Fleurbaix, France. 

This is the final resting place of Joseph Flint. 



  

Private Frank Henn ( 1878 - 1917 ) 

Born in Mitcham, Frank was the son of shepherd, John Henn and 

his wife, Eliza. The couple had ten children and in 1881 they were 

living at 83, Flat Tops. By 1891 the Henns had moved to  

15 Tramway Terrace, a street which seems to have been home to 

several members of their extended family.  
 

Following the death of his father, Frank found work as a farm  

labourer. However by 1911 he and his elder brothers were  

employed as market garden labourers, possibly at the successful 

Mizen Bros. Elm Nursery in the Eastfields area. 
 

Frank (now 37) enlisted at the Wimbledon Recruitment Office in 

December 1915 and became a Private in the 2nd Battalion,  

Seaforth Highlanders. Between 1916 and 1917, his Battalion fought 

in the Battle of Albert (1 – 13 July, 1916) and the Battle of Transloy 

(1 – 18 October, 1916). 
 

Frank was killed at the Battle of the Scarpe in April 1917 during a 

series of British assaults designed to clear the Germans from 

Monchyriegel. He may have been one of many casualties suffered 

whilst trying to consolidate gains and push forward to the French 

village of Monchy le Preux. 
 

Frank is buried at Brown’s Copse Cemetery in Roeux, France.  

In a touching gesture, his brother Frederick asked for the inscription 

‘Be Not Afraid’ to be included on Frank’s headstone. His name also 

appears on the Mitcham War Memorial.  

Brown’s Copse Cemetery, Roeux, France 

- final resting place of Frank Henn 



  

 

Sergeant Wallace James Howse ( 1890 - 1914 ) 

Born in 1890, Wallace was the son of Alfred and Louisa Howse. 

He was baptised at Mitcham Parish Church in 1895, together with 

two of his siblings ( although the family was living in Dulwich.  

( His baptismal record referred to him as James Wallis, but he 

seems to have used the name Wallace James throughout his life. ) 
 

Wallace came from a large family. His father was a paper-hanger 

( decorator ) and by 1901 the Howse family had moved to  

9 Sarah’s Road, Mitcham. 
 

Wallace worked as a telegraph messenger before joining the army 

in January 1908. He was also a keen cricketer and member of  

Mitcham Cricket Club.  

 

By 1911, Wallace had been promoted to Lance Corporal and was 

living in barracks in Carisbrooke on the Isle of Wight . As an army 

regular, he was sent to France with the British Expeditionary Force 

but was killed a few months later in October 1914. 
 

According to a local newspaper “His success in the Army was  

rapid, and he would shortly have become Colour Sergeant but for 

his untimely death. He was hit by shrapnel in the spine, and he 

was buried in the cemetery at Le Mans by the Army Chaplain. 

Howse was offered a position at the Army base, but preferred to 

be in the fighting line. The sympathy of all will be extended to the 

relatives of the gallant young soldier who died a hero's death.” 

 

Mitcham Cricket Club pictured ( 1910 ) during the period 

when Wallace Howse was a member 



  

 

Private Charles Henry Weight ( 1889 - 1917 ) 

Charles was born in 1889 and was the second child of plumber 

Charles Weight and his wife Ann Weight. He was baptized at 

Mitcham Parish Church in 1890. His family was then living at  

18 Chapel Road. 
 

Charles Jnr came from a long established Mitcham family. He had 

16 siblings ( 13 of whom survived to adulthood. ) By 1911 he was 

still living in the family home and employed as a house painter. 

Two years later Charles married Harriet Welchman in Wandsworth . 
 

Charles joined the army at Kingston upon Thames in Surrey and  

became a Private in the Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment. 

He was sent to France in 0ctober 1915. 

 

The West Surreys played a major part in the fighting on the Western 

Front and suffered heavy casualties. 8000 men were killed from the 

regiment’s twenty-five battalions.  
 

Charles Weight died in action on 23 April 1917.  

He is commemorated on the Arras Memorial. This carries the names 

of almost 35,000 servicemen from the United Kingdom, South Africa 

and New Zealand who died in the Arras sector between the spring 

of 1916 and 7 August 1918 and have no known grave.  

The Arras memorial, France. 

Charles Weight is amongst those commemorated here. 



  

 

 

Private Walter William Tedder ( 1876 - 1917 ) 

Born in Essex in 1876, Walter was the son of labourer Walter 

Tedder and his wife Ann. The couple also had three younger 

sons, Frank, Frederick and Harry. By 1891 the family had moved 

to The Birches, Mitcham, possibly needing more space following 

the birth of a fifth son. 

 

Walter married Florence Jackson at Mitcham Parish Church in 

1899. By 1911 Walter was chief gravedigger for the parish 

church and living at 15 Homewood Terrace, off Church Road 

Mitcham with his wife and three daughters. (Two further children 

sadly died in infancy.) 
 

Walter joined the army on his birthday in 1916 and joined the 

24th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers, transferring to the 2nd Battalion 

in March 1917. His unit was soon involved in the Battle of Arras 

(9 April – 16 May 1917). British and Commonwealth troops  

attacked German defences, making big gains on the first day, 

but this was followed by stalemate. There were 160,000 British 

casualties, including Walter, who was killed  on 16 April. He is 

buried in Feuchy Chapel British Cemetery, Wancourt, France 

and his name also appears on the Mitcham War Memorial. 

 

Mitcham Parish Church pictured at the time when 

Walter Tedder was employed as the gravedigger. 



 Private Archibald Frederick Elgood ( 1894—1914 ) 

Born in Tooting c.1894, Archibald was the son of William and  

Emily Elgood. The couple had 12 children only 3 of whom  

survived to adulthood.  
 

Archibald’s father worked as a painter, bricklayer and house  

decorator. By 1901 the Elgoods were living at 97 Palestine Grove 

on the outskirts of Colliers Wood. As the family grew,  they moved 

to 7 Briscoe Road, Colliers Wood.  
 

By 1911 Archibald was working as a paper cutter, possibly in the 

nearby Reed’s Paper Mill. At 18 he joined the Army, following his 

older brother Robert into the 1st battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment 

in 1912. In 1914 Archibald’s unit was sent to France as part of the 

British Expeditionary Force.  
 

The Elgood family was now to endure more than its share of  

tragedy. 20 year old Archibald was wounded and died just 13 days 

after his arrival at the Front. His older brother, Robert, ( a serving 

soldier with the 2nd Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment, ) was sent 

back to the Western Front  and died in action in March 1915.  
 

Archibald’s younger brother joined up in July 1914 but was  

discharged for misconduct in October 1914.  He re-enlisted as a 

private in the 1st Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment under the 

name Alfred Totterdill. His served with honour from 1914 to 1917 

but was killed in November that year, aged 21. With no known 

grave, he is one of 11,956 British and Commonwealth troops  

commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium. 

Reed’s Paper Mill, Colliers Wood, c.1913. 
 

Archibald Elgood may have been an employee here  

before joining the army in 1912. 



 Corporal James John Twyman ( 1885 - 1914 ) 

Born in Kent in 1885, James was the son of chimney sweep, James 

Twyman and his wife, Agnes. The couple lived in Canterbury and had 

19 children, 9 of whom died in infancy.  

 

During the 1890s and early 1900s the family was living in  

Canterbury. In October 1901 James joined the Navy as a  

“Houseboy’, serving on the ship Pembroke 1. Described as fair with 

blue eyes and a fresh complexion, he stood 5 feet, 3.5 inches tall and 

had a tattoo of an anchor on his left arm. Having completed stints on 

various ships, he was discharged in April 1904. 
 

Having left the Navy, James enlisted in the army in 1904 and  

served as a Lance Corporal with the 1st Royal Sussex Regiment, 

based in Rawalpindi, India, where he spent the next nine years. 

 

In October 1913, James married Florence Titcombe at Mitcham  

Parish Church. Her family came from Baron Row, Mitcham and her 

father was coachman to George Bidder Q.C. at Ravensbury Manor. 

Having left the army, James also worked as a chauffeur for the  

Major. His only child, John, was born just before the outbreak of war. 

 

As a reservist, James was recalled to service when the war started.  

He joined the 2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment and arrived in 

France on 13 August 1914. His battalion fought at the battles of Mons 

( August ); the Marne and the Aisne ( September. )   

James was killed on 30 October 1914, during a period of heavy  

bombardment. He has no known grave and is commemorated on the 

Menin Gate in Ypres, Belgium.  

The Menin Gate, Ypres. 

James Twyman is one of over 40,000 British 

troops commemorated at this site. 


